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Amazing Light: Visions for Discovery Announces Sponsors

for Physics Mega-Event at the University of California, Berkeley, in October
PHILADELPHIA, PA/BERKELEY, CA, USA….The organizers of Amazing Light: Visions for Discovery, announce a preliminary line-up of project sponsors.  Amazing Light is a 3-day international symposium—and much more—presenting groundbreaking physics research, honoring Charles Townes in his 90th birthday year, celebrating lasers and technological innovation, and offering prizes to young physics researchers and to Web designers whose subject matter involves laser technology.  The symposium will be held at the University of California, Berkeley, October 6-8, 2005. 

The John Templeton Foundation is the major sponsor for the symposium, underwriting an all-star lineup of Nobel laureates, renowned scholars, and dynamic presenters to offer an extraordinary conference that promises to be a stand-out in the World Year of Physics panorama of special events focused on physics. 

Arizona-based Research Corporation has underwritten a large part of the Young Scholars Competition, which will award more than $100,000 in cash awards to 9 outstanding young researchers who are making groundbreaking discoveries in the three general areas of physics research: (1) quantum mechanics, (2) “big questions” in astrophysics, cosmology, and interdisciplinary areas, and (3) innovative new physics-related technologies. Research Corporation is a private foundation devoted to scientific research and also provides its own award opportunities for scientists. 

A number of technology companies, particularly those that make and use laser technology, are supporting the conference. These include Lucent Technologies, whose legacy includes early development of laser technology; Coherent, Inc., whose worldwide production and research facilities supply products from laser measurement and control products to precision optics and laser systems; and Thorlabs, Inc. a broad-based optical technologies company whose product line ranges from simple optical and mechanical components to integrated test and measurement systems. Photonics Spectra magazine is also a conference sponsor. 

The conference is hosted by the University of California, Berkeley, and organized by Metanexus Institute of Philadelphia, PA. Primary components of the project are the 3-day symposium, a competition for young physics researchers under age 40, a competition for Web designers on the impacts and applications of lasers, free public lectures around the technology and implications of the search for extraterrestrial life, a major academic book publication, a Gala celebration honoring Professor and Mrs. Townes, and the launch of an ambitious multi-year research project into foundational questions in physics and cosmology. The conference celebrates the inspiration and contributions of Charles Townes, who received the Nobel Prize in 1964 for his groundbreaking work on the laser and who, at age 90, continues to be active in research, education, and outreach. 

Those who wish to become sponsors of the conference or the Gala may visit the Web site for additional information and should contact Metanexus Institute at 215/789-2202.

Extensive information, including registration, is available at the Web site www.foundationalquestions.net/townes . 
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