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Teaching the History of Nature: Towards an Integrated Science Curriculum

Metanexus conference session proposes new paradigm to create science literacy in the US
PHILADELPHIA, USA…A transformation of science education through the teaching of the history of nature is the proposition of special session at Metanexus Institute’s annual international conference on science and religion. To be held June 3-7, 2006 on the campus of the University of Pennsylvania, the conference, Continuity + Change: Perspectives on Science and Religion, presents leading international scholars whose work delves into important new and emerging ideas at the intersection of science and religion scholarship and research. This event is co-sponsored by the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia. 

Current science understanding and knowledge in the United States is declining. And, as the world becomes ever more scientific and technological, Americans demonstrate a significant inability to address philosophical, religious, and moral issues effectively. How do we participate in a meaningful way in our democratic society? We must transform our ways of education and learning so that we can make the informed decisions necessary for ourselves and for future generations.

This session will address this complex topic. Our curriculum reform discussion will explore an integrated science curriculum that incorporates the teaching of the history of nature, a framework of chronological order and emergent context for the origins of the universe from the Big Bang to human consciousness.

Teaching the History of Nature: Towards an Integrated Science Curriculum will take place on Monday evening June 5, 2006 at 7:30 pm. The keynote speaker is Ursula Goodenough with William Grassie as moderator and Dennis Cheek, George Ellis, Robert Pollack, and Fr. Melchor Sánchez de Toca Alameda as respondents. 

Ursula Goodenough is a cell biologist and professor of biology at Washington University. She is the author numerous papers and two books including her widely adopted textbook Genetics, now in its third edition. Dr. Goodenough, along with physics and geology colleagues, have team-taught “The Epic of Evolution” to non-science majors at Washington University for a number of years.
Dennis Cheek is Vice President for Education at the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation in Kansas City, MO. His work focuses on science, mathematics, technology and engineering education among the 34 school districts and 20 colleges and universities of the Kansas City Metro area. The foundation also works nationally in the area of entrepreneurship research and education.

George Ellis is 2004 Templeton Prize winner and professor of applied mathematics at the University of Cape Town. His many writings include The Large Scale Structure of Space Time, co-authored with Stephen Hawking, and On the Moral Nature of the Universe, with Nancey Murphy.

Robert Pollack is professor of biological sciences, lecturer in psychiatry, and director of the Center for the Study of Science and Religion all at Columbia University. He is also adjunct professor of science and religion at Union Theological Seminary. He is the author of several books including Signs of Life: the Language and Meanings of DNA which received the Lionel Trilling Award. 

Fr. Melchor Sánchez de Toca Alameda is undersecretary of the Pontifical Council for Culture. He is also in charge of questions concerning the dialogue between science and faith at the Vatican. He has specialized in the pastoral and cultural implications of science and has also studied the history and sociology of sciences.

William Grassie is founder and executive director of the Metanexus Institute.

For further information on these exciting sessions or the entire conference, go to www.metanexus.net/conference2006 or call 215.789.2200. Registration is available for a single session, an entire day, or the full conference.
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