Release provided by

Metanexus Institute

CONTACT:  Julia Loving, 215/789-2200, ext. 107

loving@metanexus.net

www.metanexus.net/conference2006 

April 17, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Now through June 3, 2006

International Religion and Science Conferences Proposes New Model for Science Education
And provides a teach-in on the debates about our origins
PHILADELPHIA, USA…The Metanexus Institute hosts its annual international conference on science and religion June 3-7 on the campus of the University of Pennsylvania. The conference, Continuity + Change: Perspectives on Science and Religion, presents leading international scholars whose work delves into important new and emerging ideas at the intersection of science and religion scholarship and research.   Complete details, including registration information, are available at the conference website, www.metanexus.net/conference2006.  The public is invited to attend. Registration is available for a single session, an entire day, or the full conference.

Beyond Intelligent Design, Science Debates, and Culture Wars: A Teach-In on Evolution, Sunday, June 4. This day-long series of talks will investigate the question of the origins and evolution of life by taking into account scientific, theological, philosophical, historical, and political considerations. This conversation is timely and essential, as these debates continue to impact science, faith, education, and public policy. Distinguished presenters and respondents for these sessions include Ian Barbour (Carlton College), John Haught (Georgetown University, the only theologian to testify in the Dover trial), George Ellis (University of Cape Town), Nancey Murphey (Fuller Theological Seminary), Ted Daeschler (Academy of Natural Sciences) and others.

Teaching the History of Nature: Towards an Integrated Science Curriculum is the topic for discussion on Monday evening, June 5. Current science understanding and knowledge in the United States is declining. And as the world becomes ever more scientific and technological, Americans demonstrate a significant inability to address philosophical, religious, and moral issues effectively. To participate in a meaningful way in our democratic society, to make informed policy decisions that will affect not only our lives but also the world’s future generations, we must transform our ways of educating and of learning. This session will address this complex topic. Our curriculum reform discussion will propose an integrated science curriculum that incorporates the teaching of the history of nature, a framework of chronological order and hierarchical context for the origins of the universe through to the cognitive and cultural evolution of humans. Featured speakers are Ursula Goodenough (Washington University of St. Louis), George Ellis, and Dennis Cheek (Marion Kauffman Foundation).

